Rhyme & Meter — Quick Cheatsheet

Stress patterns « Common meters ¢« Rhyme schemes ¢ Blank vs Free Verse

Feet (stress patterns) Rhyme Schemes

lamb (x /) dam DUM (reveal) Couplet: AA

Trochee (/ x) DUMm da (table) Alternate: ABAB

Anapest (x x /) damdam DUM (inmtermvene) Enclosed: ABBA

Dactyl (/ x x) DUMm dam da (elem phant) Tercet/Triplet: AAA / ABA (e.g., terza rima)

Common Meters Blank vs Free Verse

Pentameter: 5 feet (often iambic) — Shakespearean line. Blank verse: unrhymed iambic pentameter (formal rhythm).
Tetrameter: 4 feet — common in ballads. Free verse: no fixed meter or rhyme (cadence of natural speech).

Trimeter: 3 feet — can speed pace / lighten tone.

Why Meter Matters

Scanni ng Ti PS Rhythm shapes tone: steady beats suggest order; broken rhythm can signal tension or emotion.
Mark stresses, hear the beat, allow for substitutions (inversions, spondees).

Tip: Read lines aloud — your ear catches the beat faster than your eye.



