Sentence Structures for Impact

Vary form ¢ Control pace ¢ Create emphasis

Simple Compound Complex

Short, clear, direct. Link two balanced ideas. Add richness and detail.

Use for punch or clarity. Use coordinating conjunctions. Subordinate clauses for nuance.

E.g., ‘The room froze.’ E.g., ‘She ran, and he followed.’ E.g., ‘Though the night was cold, she walked on.’
Periodic Cumulative Fragments

Delay key info for suspense. Main clause first, then expansion. Break rules for effect.

E.g., ‘Despite the warnings and the rising wind, she stepped E.g., ‘She stepped outside, trembling, hopeful, unsure.’ Use sparingly.

outside.’ E.g., ‘Not today.’

Tip: Sentence variety = rhythm, mood, and control.



