
Reading Strategies — Fiction • Drama • Poetry
How to annotate • What to look for • How to decode questions

Fiction
Track character change.
Mark symbols/motifs.
Notice turning points.
Look for narrative voice clues.

Drama
Annotate stage directions.
Watch power dynamics in dialogue.
Track recurring props.
Note lighting/sound shifts.

Poetry
Identify speaker/tone.
Spot imagery clusters.
Mark line breaks & shifts.
Circle key words for zoom■in.

Annotation Codes
T = theme
S = symbol
TP = turning point
FX = effect/impact

Decoding Questions
‘Discuss’ = explore fully.
‘Analyse’ = techniques + effect.
‘Evaluate’ = judgement + evidence.
Underline command words.

Exam Reading Tips
Read question twice.
Highlight task words.
Skim for evidence first.
Plan briefly before writing.

Tip: Every annotation must be usable in an essay.


