
Editing for Style — Precision, Flow, Impact
Cut clutter • Sharpen verbs • Smooth transitions

Cut the Clutter
Delete fillers: very, really, quite, sort of.
Replace phrases: ‘due to the fact that’ → ‘because’.
Prefer concrete nouns and active verbs.

Sharpen the Verbs
Weak: ‘is’/‘are’ + adjective → Strong: dynamic verb.
‘is important’ → ‘matters’; ‘makes clear’ → ‘clarifies’.
Use precise analytical verbs (reveals, implies).

Tighten Sentences
One idea per sentence for analysis.
Use colons/semicolons for control.
Break long chains; vary rhythm.

Transitions & Cohesion
Signpost logic: therefore, however, consequently.
Echo task words in topic sentences.
Use pronoun reference carefully (this/that).

Consistency & Tone
Keep tense consistent.
Avoid sudden register shifts.
Match tone to task (analytical vs reflective).

Final Read■Aloud Check
Underline stumbles; fix them.
Check names, titles, spellings.
Ensure conclusion synthesises, not summarises.

Tip: Style is clarity plus confidence — say it once, well.


