DEATH IN A NUT

Duncan Williamson

Plot Summary

A traditional Traveller tale about Jack, who traps Death inside a nut to save his dying mother. At
first this seems miraculous — no one dies, and life appears perfect. But soon the natural order
collapses: the old cannot die, the world becomes overcrowded, suffering increases. Jack realises
death is necessary and releases it.
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Themes

Folklore & Myth

Rooted in Traveller storytelling tradition.
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Cycle of Life & Death

Death is shown as inevitable and essential for balance.
Consequences of Interfering with Nature
Stopping death seems good but causes catastrophe.
Love & Sacrifice

Jack’s love for his mother drives his choice.

Symbols

1. The nut — human desire to control fate.
2. Death as a person — moral teaching tool of folk tradition.
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