Poetry Analysis — Stepmbym Step Guide

What to look for « What to write « Minim checklist

1) First Read — Surface Meaning
What happens? Who speaks? What is the situation?
Identify emotion/tone without overthinking.

3) Shifts
Tone shift? Perspective shift? Structural turn (volta)?
Explain why the shift matters for theme.

Tip: Zoom into individual words — that’s where topm band analysis lives.

2) Second Read — Techniques
Imagery (metaphor, simile, symbolism).

Sound (alliteration, sibilance, rhythm).

Structure (enjambment, caesura, stanza shape).

4) Final Meaning
What message/theme emerges?
How does the poet want the reader to feel or think?



