Narrative Point of View — Effects & Uses

1st e 2nd « 3rd Limited « 3rd Omniscient « Objective

Firstm Person

‘I perspective.

Intimate + subjective.
Useful for character growth.
Can be unreliable.

Thirdm Person Omniscient
Allm knowing.

Multiple viewpoints.

Epic or thematic scope.

Can compare characters.

Tip: Ask: Why THIS narrator for THIS story?

Secondm Person
‘You’ perspective.

Immediate + immersive.

Used for tension or instruction.
Less common; high impact.

Objective POV

Cameran like.

No thoughts given.
Creates ambiguity.
Reader infers motives.

Thirdm Person Limited
Focus on one character.

Balanced closeness.

Controls knowledge.

Good for mystery.

Effects & Uses

POV shapes empathy.
Controls tension.
Reveals/withholds truth.
Guides reader alignment.



