
Tone & Mood Masterlist
Adjectives • Effects • Quick Uses

Positive Tones
warm
hopeful
joyful
affectionate
reassuring

Negative Tones
bitter
hostile
melancholic
accusatory
fatalistic

Complex Tones
ambivalent
wistful
ironic
resigned
contemplative

Mood Examples
tense
ominous
tranquil
chaotic
claustrophobic

How to Use
Identify verb choices.
Spot tonal shifts.
Link tone to theme.
Explain reader impact.

Sentence Frames
‘The tone becomes increasingly…’
‘A mood of ___ emerges through…’
‘This tonal shift highlights…’

Tip: Tone is writer attitude; mood is reader feeling.


