
Common Pitfalls & Quick Fixes
Before → After examples to strengthen writing immediately

Pitfall 1 — Over■Summary
Before: ‘The poem is about a man who remembers…’
After: ‘The poet reveals memory as unreliable by…’
Fix: Swap summary for analysis verbs.

Pitfall 2 — Quote Dumping
Before: ‘This shows “_______________”.’
After: ‘The adjective “_____” intensifies the speaker’s…’
Fix: Use micro■quotes + word■zoom.

Pitfall 3 — Off■Task Drifting
Before: vague theme statements.
After: tie every point to the question’s key terms.
Fix: circle task words; mirror them in topic sentences.

Pitfall 4 — Weak Conclusions
Before: ‘So that’s my essay.’
After: ‘Ultimately, [writer] argues that…’
Fix: synthesise; never introduce new evidence.

Pitfall 5 — Repetition
Before: same point in new words.
After: deepen analysis (effect → meaning → theme).
Fix: add ‘This matters because…’

Pitfall 6 — Vague Vocabulary
Before: ‘nice’, ‘big’, ‘show’.
After: precise choices: ‘tender’, ‘substantial’, ‘reveals’.
Fix: keep a precision word■bank.

Tip: The After lines are your templates — steal them shamelessly.


