THE PAINTER

lain Crichton Smith

Plot Summary

A village boasts about having a “painter,” but only because they believe they “tolerate” him. The
painter depicts things truthfully (“painting things as they were"), revealing uncomfortable realities
about village life. The villagers attempt to control him and “protect the good name of the village,”
exposing hypocrisy and cruelty.
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Themes

e Village Life & Conformity — Painters and artists challenge the safe narrative.

e Truth vs lllusion — His art reveals things people prefer to hide.

e Cruelty & Hypocrisy — The village pretends to value him but only on their terms.
o Isolation of the Artist — His difference marks him as an outsider.

Symbols

e Paintings — uncomfortable truth.
o "Eyes eaten by a crow” — foreshadowing darkness, violence.
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