
Literary Themes — Master Poster
Definitions • Guiding questions • Example triggers

Power & Control
Use of power, corruption, resistance.
Ask: Who holds power? How is it maintained?
Triggers: propaganda, hierarchy, violence.

Identity & Belonging
Self, community, culture, language.
Ask: What shapes identity? What threatens it?
Triggers: migration, class, coming■of■age.

Innocence & Experience
Movement from naiveté to knowledge.
Ask: What is gained/lost?
Triggers: betrayal, war, adulthood.

Love & Relationships
Romantic, familial, friendship, duty vs desire.
Ask: What costs come with loyalty?
Triggers: secrecy, sacrifice, jealousy.

Conflict & Violence
Personal, social, political conflict; its costs.
Ask: What fuels the conflict? Who benefits?
Triggers: prejudice, scarcity, revenge.

Nature & Place
Environment as mirror or antagonist.
Ask: How does place shape people?
Triggers: weather, landscape, industry.

Tip: Pair each theme with two micro■quotes you can recall under pressure.


