
Creative Writing Techniques
Character • Setting • Imagery • Voice • Structure

Character
Show personality through actions.
Use dialogue to reveal conflict.
Give characters small, vivid details.
Let flaws drive story.

Setting
Use sensory description.
Let setting reflect mood.
Contrast locations for tension.
Anchor time/place subtly.

Imagery
Use metaphor to deepen theme.
Similes for precision.
Colour, light & weather to shape tone.
Avoid cliché; aim for fresh detail.

Voice
Choose consistent tone.
Sentence rhythm = emotion.
Internal thoughts to reveal motive.
Distinctive narration builds identity.

Structure
Begin in action.
Use turning points.
Flashbacks for depth.
Circular endings for impact.

Dialogue
Keep it natural.
Use subtext.
Break tension with silence.
Vary pace with short exchanges.

Tip: Show emotion through action, not adjectives.


